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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Walsh et al 
(US Patent No 6144848) in view of Mager (US Patent No 6643371 B2). 

Regarding claims 1 and 3, Walsh et al discloses a system (figs. 1-3) for displaying data 
transfer rates on a display comprising: a system for displaying the transfer rates in an 
alphanumeric mode or an ahemative graphics mode (col. 3, line 40- col. 4, line 8; col. 17, line 5- 
col. 18, hne 41; col. 4, lines 10-47; col. 17, line 5- col. 18, line 41; col. 35, Une 21- col. 36, Hne 
26). 

However, Walsh et al does not specifically disclose the features of a system for switching 
between displaying the transfer rates in the alphanumeric mode and the graphics mode. 

On the other hand, Mager, from the same field of endeavor, discloses a cellular phone 
with a conventional keypad where the twenty-six letters, A to Z, are assigned to eight numeric 
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keys having corresponding numbers two to nine. The keypad provides a graphic display of the 

letters and numeric digits that are assigned to the keys (col. 2, lines 15-43). The controller then 

accesses a key map in memory to determine the letter or numeric digit selected by the user. The 

data entry mode selector module contains program instructions executed by the controller that 

detect a mode that the device is operating in. The device can operate in either numeric mode or 

alphanumeric mode. In numeric mode, the controller interprets activation of each data entry key 

as numeric input selections (col. 4, lines 25-67). In addition, the data entry mode selector module 

determines the selection between the numeric and alphanumeric modes by detecting a current 

task of the user. For instance, when the user selects the task of generating an SMS message, the 

controller detects the task selection, and in accordance with a pre-assigned data entry mode for 

this task, the data entry selector module sets the controller to operate in alphanumeric data entry 

mode. Similarly, when the user wants to dial a telephone number or add a telephone number to a 

listing in the cell phone, and the user selects the appropriate task via a selection on a displayed 

menu, the data entry selector module sets the controller to numeric data entry mode. A user, 

* 

using a data entry mode activator, such as a button, performs the selection of alphanumeric mode 
or numeric mode explicitly. Furthermore, a shift selector, such as a button or switch, is provided 
on the device. The shift selector may be implemented in a variety of ways to allow a user to 
conveniently enter data in a combination of upper case and lower case (col. 5, line 38- col. 6, line 
60; col. 7, lines 5-41). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to apply the technique of Mager to the communication system 
of Walsh in order to provide a cellular telephone that includes a keypad where the keypad 
provides a graphic display of the letters and numeric digits that are assigned to the keys. 
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Regarding claim 2, Walsh et al as modified discloses a system (figs. 1-3) for displaying 
data transfer rates on a display, wherein the system for switching conprises a keypad on a 
portable radio communication device (col. 15, lines 24- 32;col. 25, lines 35-44; col. 29, lines 3- 
15; col. 33,hnes 10-25). 

Regarding claim 4, Walsh et al as modified discloses a system (figs. 1-3) for displaying 
data transfer rates on a display, wherein the system for switching conprises a menu selectable 
feature displayed on the display (col. 4, lines 10-47;col. 35, line 21- col. 36, line 26). 

Regarding claim 5, Walsh et al as modified discloses a system (figs. 1-3) for displaying 
data transfer rates on a display, further comprising a system for inactivating display of the data 
transfer rate on the display (col. 17, line 5- col. 18, Une 41). 

Regarding claim 6, Walsh et al as modified discloses a system (figs. 1-3) for displaying 
data transfer rates on a display, wherein the system for switching comprises means for not 
displaying the transfer rates in either the alphanumeric mode or the graphics mode (col. 18, line 
34- col. 19, line 33). 

Regarding claim 7, Walsh et al as modified discloses a mobile radio telephone (figs. 1-5) 
conqjrising: a display; a transceiver; and a controller coupled to the display and the transceiver 
(col. 25, lines 17-67), wherein the controller further conqjrises the system for displaying data 
transfer rates (col. 20, hne 24- coL 21, Hne 16). 

However, Walsh et al does not specifically disclose a system for switching between 
displaying the transfer rates in the alphanumeric mode and the graphics mode. 

On the other hand, Mager, from the same field of endeavor, discloses a cellular phone 
with a conventional keypad where the twenty-six letters, A to Z, are assigned to eight numeric 
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keys having corresponding numbers two to nine. The keypad provides a graphic display of the 
letters and numeric digits that are assigned to the keys (col. 2, lines 15-43). The controller then 
accesses a key map in memory to determine the letter or numeric digit selected by the user. The 
data entry mode selector module contains program instructions executed by the controller that 
detect a mode that the device is operating in. The device can operate in either numeric mode or 
alphanumeric mode. In numeric mode, the controller interprets activation of each data entry key 
as numeric input selections (col. 4, lines 25-67). In addition, the data entry mode selector module 
determines the selection between the numeric and alphanumeric modes by detecting a current 
task of the user. For instance, when the user selects the task of generating an SMS message, the 
controller detects the task selection, and in accordance with a pre-assigned data entry mode for 
this task, the data entry selector module sets the controller to operate in alphanumeric data entry 
mode. Similarly, when the user wants to dial a telephone number or add a telephone number to a 
listing in the cell phone, and the user selects the appropriate task via a selection on a displayed 
menu, the data entry selector module sets the controller to numeric data entry mode. A user, 
using a data entry mode activator, such as a button, performs the selection of alphanumeric mode 
or numeric mode e^qjlicitly. Furthermore, a shift selector, such as a button or switch, is provided 
on the device. The shift selector may be implemented in a variety of ways to allow a user to 
conveniently enter data in a combination of upper case and lower case (col. 5, line 38- col. 6, line 
60; col. 7, lines 5-41), Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to apply the technique of Mager to the communication system 
of Walsh in order to provide a cellular telephone that includes a keypad where the keypad 
provides a graphic display of the letters and numeric digits that are assigned to the keys. 
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Regarding claim 8, Walsh et al as modified discloses a mobile radio communication 
device (figs. 1-5) having a display and a transceiver for transmitting and receiving data, the 
improvement conqjrising: means for displaying a data transfer rate of data with the transceiver 
on the display in an alphanumeric format (col. 33, lines 10-25; col. 31, lines 16- 37). 

Regarding claim 9, Walsh et al discloses a mobile radio communication device (figs. 1-5) 
fiirther comprising means for displaying the data transfer rate on the display in a graphical 
format (col. 4, lines 10- 47;col. 35, line 21- col. 36, line 26). 

However, Walsh et al does not specifically disclose a means for switching between 
displaying the transfer rates in the alphanumeric mode and the graphics mode. 

On the other hand, Mager, fi*om the same field of endeavor, discloses a cellular phone 
with a conventional keypad where the twenty-six letters, A to Z, are assigned to eight numeric 
keys having corresponding numbers two to nine. The keypad provides a graphic display of the 
letters and numeric digits that are assigned to the keys (col. 2, lines 15-43). The controller then 
accesses a key map in memory to determine the letter or numeric digit selected by the user. The 
data entry mode selector module contains program instructions executed by the controller that 
detect a mode that the device is operating in. The device can operate in either numeric mode or 
alphanumeric mode. In numeric mode, the controller interprets activation of each data entry key 
as numeric input selections (col. 4, lines 25-67). In addition, the data entry mode selector module 
deteraMnes the selection between the numeric and alphanumeric modes by detecting a current 
task of the user. For instance, when the user selects the task of generating an SMS message, the 
controller detects the task selection, and in accordance with a pre-assigned data entry mode for 
this task, the data entry selector module sets the controller to operate in alphanumeric data entry 
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mode. Similarly, when the user wants to dial a telephone number or add a telephone number to a 
listing in the cell phone, and the user selects the appropriate task via a selection on a displayed 
menu, the data: entry selector module sets the controller to numeric data entry mode. A user, 
using a data entry mode activator, such as a button, performs the selection of alphanumeric mode 
or numeric mode explicitly. Furthermore, a shift selector, such as a button or switch, is provided 
on the device. The shift selector may be implemented in a variety of ways to allow a user to 
conveniently enter data in a combination of upper case and lower case (col. 5, line 38- col. 6, line 
60; col. 7, lines 5-41). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to apply the technique of Mager to the communication system 
of Walsh in order to provide a cellular telephone that includes a keypad where the keypad 
provides a graphic display of the letters and numeric digits that are assigned to the keys. 

Regarding claim 10, Walsh et al as modified discloses a mobile radio communication 
device (figs. 1-5), wherein the means for switching comprises a user actuatable keypad (col. 4, 
lines 10- 47;col. 35, line 21- col. 36, Une 26). 

Regarding claims 11-13, Walsh et al discloses a mobile radio communication device 
(figs. 1-5) comprising: a transceiver; a controller coupled to the transceiver; a display coupled to 
the controller, wherein the controller is adapted to display on the display a data transfer rate of 
data by the transceiver (col. 33, lines 10-25; col. 31, lines 16- 37; col. 4, lines 10-47; col. 17, line 
5- col. 18, line 41; col. 35, line 21- col. 36, line 26). 

However, Walsh et al does not specifically disclose the features of a system for 
inactivating display of the data transfer rate on the display while the transceiver is transmitting or 
receiving the data; wherein the controller is adapted to display the data transfer rate in either an 
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alphanumeric format or a graphical format; a system for allowing a user to switch between 
display of the data transfer rate in either the alphanumeric format or the graphical format. 

On the other hand, Mager, from the same field of endeavor, discloses a cellular phone 
with a conventional keypad where the twenty-six letters, A to Z, are assigned to eight numeric 
keys having corresponding numbers two to nine. The keypad provides a graphic display of the 
letters and numeric digits that are assigned to the keys (col. 2, lines 15-43). The controller then 
accesses a key map in memory to determine the letter or numeric digit selected by the user. The 
data entry mode selector module contains program instructions executed by the controller that 
detect a mode that the device is operating in. The device can operate in either numeric mode or 
alphanumeric mode. In numeric mode, the controller interprets activation of each data entry key 
as numeric input selections (col. 4, lines 25-67). In addition, the data entry mode selector module 
determines the selection between the numeric and alphanumeric modes by detecting a current 
task of the user. For instance, when the user selects the task of generating an SMS message, the 
controller detects the task selection, and in accordance with a pre-assigned data entry mode for 
this task, the data entry selector module sets the controller to operate in alphanumeric data entry 
mode. Similarly, when the user wants to dial a telephone number or add a telephone number to a 
listing in the cell phone, and the user selects the appropriate task via a selection on a displayed 
menu, the data entry selector module sets the controller to numeric data entry mode. A user, 
using a data entry mode activator, such as a button, performs the selection of alphanumeric mode 
or numeric mode explicitly, Fxirthermore, a shift selector, such as a button or switch, is provided 
on the device. The shift selector may be implemented in a variety of ways to allow a user to 
conveniently enter data in a combination of upper case and lower case (col. 5, line 38- col. 6, line 
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60; coL 7, lines 5-41). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to apply the technique of Mager to the communication system 
of Walsh in order to provide a cellular telephone that includes a keypad where the keypad 
provides a graphic display of the letters and numeric digits that are assigned to the keys. 

Regarding claim 14, Walsh et al as modified discloses a mobile radio communication 
device (figs. 1-5), wherein the system for allowing a user to switch between display formats 
conprises a menu selectable feature (col. 4, lines 10- 47;col. 35, line 21- col. 36, line 26). 

Regarding claim 15, Walsh et al as modified discloses a mobile radio communication 
device (figs. 1-5), wherein the menu selectable feature also allows the user to activate the system 
for inactivating display of the data transfer rate (col. 17, hne 5- col. 18, line 41), 

Claims 16 contains similar limitations addressed in claim 11, and therefore is rejected 
under a similar rationale. 

Regarding claims 17-18, Walsh et al discloses a method (figs. 1-3) of displaying a data 
transfer rate on a display, the method comprising steps of: selecting, by a user, a data transfer 
rate display mode fi"om a plurality of data transfer rate display modes (col 3, line 40- col. 4, line 
8; col. 17, line 5- col. 18, line 41;col. 4, lines 10-47; col. 17, line 5- col. 18, line 41; col. 35, line 
21- col. 36, line 26). 

However, Walsh et al does not specifically disclose the features of displaying the data 
transfer rate on the display based upon the selected data transfer rate display mode, wherein the 
plurality of data transfer rate display modes comprises an alphanumeric display mode and a 
graphical display mode. 
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On the other hand, Mager, from the same field of endeavor, discloses a cellular phone 
with a conventional keypad where the twenty-six letters, A to Z, are assigned to eight numeric 
keys having corresponding numbers two to nine. The keypad provides a graphic display of the 
letters and numeric digits that are assigned to the keys (col. 2, hnes 15-43). The controller then 
accesses a key map in memory to determine the letter or numeric digit selected by the user. The 
data entry mode selector module contains program instructions executed by the controller that 
detect a mode that the device is operating in. The device can operate in either numeric mode or 
alphanumeric mode. In numeric mode, the controller interprets activation of each data entry key 
as numeric input selections (col. 4, hnes 25-67). In addition, the data entry mode selector module 
determines the selection between the numeric and alphanumeric modes by detecting a current 
task of the user. For instance, when the user selects the task of generating an SMS message, the 
controller detects the task selection, and in accordance with a pre-assigned data entry mode for 
this task, the data entry selector module sets the controller to operate in alphanumeric data entry 
mode. Similarly, when the user wants to dial a telephone number or add a telephone number to a 
listing in the cell phone, and the user selects the appropriate task via a selection on a displayed 
menu, the data entry selector module sets the controller to numeric data entry mode. A user, 
using a data entry mode activator, such as a button, performs the selection of alphanumeric mode 
or numeric mode explicitly. Furthermore, a shift selector, such as a button or switch, is provided 
on the device. The shift selector may be implemented in a variety of ways to allow a user to 
conveniently enter data in a combination of upper case and lower case (col. 5, Une 38- col. 6, line 
60; col. 7, Hnes 5-41). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to apply the technique of Mager to the communication system 
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of Walsh in order to provide a cellular telephone that includes a keypad where the keypad 
provides a graphic display of the letters and numeric digits that are assigned to the keys. 

Regarding claim 19, Walsh et al as modified discloses a method (figs. 1-3) of displaying 
a data transfer rate on a display, wherein the plurality of data transfer rate display modes further 
conqjrises an OFF display mode which prevents displaying of the data transfer rate on the 
display (col. 15, line 20- col. 16, line 7). 

Regarding claim 20, Walsh et al as modified discloses a method (figs. 1-3) of displaying 
a data transfer rate on a display, wherein the step of selecting a data transfer rate display mode 
comprises selecting the display model from a menu of available display modes displayed on the 
display (col. 4, lines 10- 47;col. 35, line 21- col. 36, line 26). 

Regarding claim 21, Walsh et al discloses a method (figs. 1-3) of changing displaying of 
a data transfer rate on a display of a portable communication device, the method conq)rising 
steps of selecting, by a user, to tum a displaying feature of the data transfer rate ON or OFF (col. 
15, hne 8- col. 16, line 57); and during data transfer by the portable communication device, a 
controller of the portable communication device, connected to the display (col. 31, Unes 16-37; 
col. 35, line 21- col. 36, Hne 33; col. 19, hne 23-col 20, line 53; col. 22, lines 7- 23; col. 33, Unes 
10-25). 

However, Walsh et al does not specifically disclose the step of preventing the display 
from displaying the data transfer rate when the user has selected to tum the displaying feature 
OFF. 

On the other hand, Mager, from the same field of endeavor, discloses a cellular phone 
with a conventional keypad where the twenty-six letters, A to Z, are assigned to eight numeric 
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keys having corresponding numbers two to nine. The keypad provides a graphic display of the 
letters and numeric digits that are assigned to the keys (col 2, lines 15-43). The controller then 
accesses a key map in memory to determine the letter or numeric digit selected by the user. The 
data entry mode selector module contains program instructions executed by the controller that 
detect a mode that the device is operating in. The device can operate in either numeric mode or 
alphanumeric mode. In numeric mode, the controller interprets activation of each data entry key 
as numeric input selections (col. 4, lines 25-67). In addition, the data entry mode selector module 
determines the selection between the numeric and alphanumeric modes by detecting a current 
task of the user. For instance, when the user selects the task of generating an SMS message, the 
controller detects the task selection, and in accordance with a pre-assigned data entry mode for 
this task, the data entry selector module sets the controller to operate in alphanumeric data entry 
mode. Similarly, when the user wants to dial a telephone number or add a telephone number to a 
listing in the cell phone, and the user selects the appropriate task via a selection on a displayed 
menu, the data entry selector module sets the controller to numeric data entry mode. A user, 
using a data entry mode activator, such as a button, performs the selection of alphanumeric mode 
or numeric mode explicitly. Furthermore, a shift selector, such as a button or switch, is provided 
on the device. The shift selector may be implemented in a variety of ways to allow a user to 
conveniently enter data in a combination of upper case and lower case (col. 5, Une 38- col. 6, line 
60; col. 7, Unes 5-41). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to apply the technique of Mager to the communication system 
of Walsh in order to provide a cellular telephone that includes a keypad where the keypad 
provides a graphic display of the letters and numeric digits that are assigned to the keys. 
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Response to Arguments 



3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-21 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marceau Milord whose telephone number is 571-272-7853. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner* s 
supervisor, Vuong B. Quochien can be reached on 571-272-7902. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PubUc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

MARCEAU MILORD Marceau Milord 




Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2682 



